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unfulfilled intentions of the Board of Education Act; and lastly,
Morant himself, hitherto a junior official, was, as from i Novem-
ber 1902, placed at the head of the department. The act came
thus to be enforced under strong leadership. Zealous noncon-
formists organized passive resistance on a large scale to the pay-
ment of the education rate; and in Wales the councils of counties
and county boroughs refused for some time to carry out their new
statutory duties. But Balfour and Morant were resourceful as
well as firm, and the successive obstacles were overcome. Educa-
tion almost at once took long strides forward; and though, when
the general election came, there was still enough soreness to
influence votes, other issues had by that time assumed much
greater prominence.
The Irish Land Purchase Act, 1903, was sponsored by George
Wyndham; a young intimate and disciple of Balfour, who in the
cabinet reconstruction of 1900 had procured his appointment as
Irish secretary. Both he and Balfour felt that, with Ireland calm
and home rule off the map for the time being, a special effort
should be made to heal the economic grievances, by which the
nationalist agitation had been so much stimulated. In 1902 they
induced Sir Antony Macdonnell, a distinguished Irish Roman
catholic who had been lieutenant-governor of an Indian province
and stood high in official repute, to become under-secretary, i.e.
head of the Irish administration. Macdonnell took the post with
a special stipulation that he should have 'adequate opportunity'
to influence policy. The 1903 Land Purchase Act was the first-
fruits. Irish opinion, unionist as well as nationalist, was ready for
an advance in this field. In 1901 T. W. Russell, a former Irish
liberal who had been a potent fighter for unionism in the North,
had come out for compulsory purchase; and early in 1902 at a
by-election in East Down, one of the firmest unionist strongholds
in Ulster, he had run a land purchase candidate against the
government and got him in. That victory probably decided the
issue. A Land Conference between leading Irish landowners and
the chiefs of the nationalist party, brought together by Lord
Dunraven, pointed the way next. Following it the Balfour-
Wyndham-Macdonnell Bill of 1903 gave, not compulsion, but
something even more effective—a large cash contribution by the
imperial parliament towards bridging the gap between what
landlords could afford to accept and tenants to pay. Unlike the
Ashbourne Act of 1885 and its successors, it dealt not merely with

